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Religion without God?
Manuel Fraijó

While faith in God seems to wane, interest in the many existing religions and religious
movements grows. We are in front a new phenomenon. On the monotheistic field reigned the
ancient assertion «no God, no religion». Today, however, religion seems to walk alone. There
are signs that religions, now independent of the old faith in God, have established by themselves.
There is who think religions could even survive to God. The Conferences discuss the alternations
of God and the religion in power. Religion lived in the shadow of God until late modernity,
but from that date on, it is God who lives in the shadow of religion. The lectures also wonder
what kind of religion will be in places of monotheistic tradition when God is dispensed.

Through vulnerability and passion.
On the anthropological foundations of economic science
Nicolò Bellanca

In standard economic models human action is driven solely by self-interest while the passions
are supposed to interfere with our ability to form rational beliefs and to make rational choices.
Nevertheless, without the passions there would be little reason to act. In fact, any action
originated and nurtured by passions places its own raison d’être in itself. The acts motivated
by passions can either improve or (even) worsen one’s wellbeing: there might not be any
payoff in both the present and the future and monetary incentives do not influence or mitigate
their nature. Above all, under the influence of the passions, the actor does not calculate but
instead ‘loses control’. This paper argues against the separation of passion-infused intimate
relations and economic theory through a reconsideration of the anthropological conception
of the economics.

Axel Honneth and the psychoanalysis
Eleonora Piromalli

This essay aims to critically analyse the development of the Winnicott-inspired psychoanalytical
perspective that Axel Honneth includes in his theory of recognition. After a brief reconstruction
of the psychological conception delineated in The Struggle for Recognition, I focus on
Honneth’s research concerning the psychological roots of ‘disrespect’ and on his attempt at
giving a psychoanalytical reinterpretation of the hegelian idea of «dialectical negativity». I
then consider his later psychoanalytical essays, published between 2002 and 2006, where he
delineates the individual psychological preconditions of democratic citizenship. In the conclusive
part of my essay I argue for a greater consideration of the substantive preconditions implied
by Honneth’s perspective on the psychological roots of democracy.

Family and minimal marriage
Vera Tripodi

The present article examines a recent proposal defended by Elizabeth Brake of a new and
innovative form of marriage, that she labels «minimal marriage». According to Brake, the
current marital laws are discriminatory as they are grounded on «heteronormativity», namely
the idea that the dyadic heterosexual marriages are the family norm and the only model that
is worth of social recognition, and «amatonormativity», the idea that the only dyadic intimate
relationships involving romantic love are the nucleus of the family. In the first part of the
article, I show that dyadic monogamous relationships are essentially a form of adult caring
relationship. In the second part, I analyse how the reform of the marriage laws (in minimal
terms proposed by Brake) allow other forms of caring relationship to receive social and
institutional recognition.

The slow affirmation of premarital cohabitations in Italy
Monica Santoro

The aim of this article is to investigate the phenomenon of cohabitation in Italy through Istat
data on the cohabitation trends in the last decades and the results of a qualitative research,
based on in-depth interviews among  people who cohabited or married after cohabitation, with
or without children. The analysis of the interviews shows that the meaning of cohabitation
changes according to the experiences of leaving the parental home and the life course stages
crossed by interviewees. Marriage is valued for its legal and functional aspects, as a protection
of the less financial independent partner. So it becomes a necessity only if the financial
condition between partners is unbalanced in order to redress this asymmetry. If the partner
conditions are equal – which is the case of the interviewees – marriage does not add benefits.
Therefore all social and religious aspects of marriage are excluded by interviewees who were
married or plan to marry only for instrumental reasons.

Lesbians, gays, family
Daniela Danna

‘Family’ has been a contested institution for the first Italian gay movement in the Seventies,
sharing the feminist rebellion against patriarchy. It was Arci Gay that started using the word
famiglie (in the plural) in the 90s during the political campaigns for a legal recognition of
same-sex couples, while more radical groups still contested the term. In the mainstream
political debate, the use of the singular family vs the plural families became a sign of closure
or opening towards the GLBT movement’s requests. National polls and Eurobarometers have
tested the level of social acceptance for same-sex unions and adoptions overtime, and are a
good source to describe the changing social situation for families with lesbian and gay parents.
In 2000s political groups formed specifically around the issue of GLBT parenting. The word
omogenitorialità was coined after the french example, and used in the political debate.
Notwithstanding the long debate and the diffusion in many countries all over the world of the
recognition of same-sex partnerships and parenthood, in Italy no law has been approved yet,
and opposition is still strong.
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